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SPECIFICATIONS 

1. Title 

Image playback unit and electronic still camera 

2 . Claim 
[Claim 1] 

An image playback unit comprising: 

a fixed sector fixed to an attachment face of an electronic 
image recorder such as an electronic still camera, etc in such 
a manner that the fixed sector can be attached/detached to/from 
the attachment face; and 

a monitor showing a monitor screen corresponding to image 
information from the electronic image recorder, wherein 

the monitor is coupled with the fixed sector in such a manner 
that the monitor can be rotated between a retracting position 
and a tilt position of the monitor screen tilting at a 
predetermined tilt angle, and a notch sector is formed at a 
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position opposite a storage insertion slot provided on the 
attachment face of the fixed sector that enables an information 
storage medium to be inserted and taken out with respect to the 
storage medium insertion slot when the monitor is rotated to 
the tilt position. 
[Claim 2] 

An image playback unit comprising: 

a fixed sector fixed to an attachment face of an electronic 
image recorder such as an electronic still camera, etc in such 
a manner that the fixed sector can be attached/detached to/ from 
the attachment face; and 

a monitor showing a monitor screen corresponding to image 
information from the electronic image recorder, wherein 

the monitor is coupled with the fixed sector in such a manner 
that the monitor can be rotated between a retracting position 
and a tilt position of the monitor screen tilting at a 
predetermined tilt angle, and a notch sector is formed at a 
position opposite an operation member provided on the attachment 
face of the fixed sector that enables the operation member to 
be operated when the monitor is rotated to the tilt position. 
[Claim 3] 

An image playback unit comprising: 

a fixed sector fixed to an attachment face of an electronic 
image recorder such as an electronic still camera, etc in such 
a manner that the fixed sector can be attached/detached to/from 
the attachment face; and 

a monitor showing a monitor screen corresponding to image 
information from the electronic image recorder, wherein 

the monitor is coupled with the fixed sector in such a manner 
that the monitor can be rotated between a retracting position 
and a tilt position of the monitor screen tilting at a 
predetermined tilt angle, and a notch sector is formed at a 
position opposite a terminal provided on the attachment face 
of the fixed sector that enables an external terminal to be 
connected and disconnected to the terminal when the monitor is 
rotated to the tilt position. 
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[Claim 4] 

An image playback unit comprising: 

a fixed sector fixed to an attachment face of an electronic 
image recorder such as an electronic still camera, etc in such 
a manner that the fixed sector can be attached/detached to/ from 
the attachment face; 

a monitor showing a monitor screen corresponding to image 
information from the electronic image recorder; and 

a coupling axle coupling the monitor with the fixed sector 
in such a manner that the monitor can be rotated, further 
comprising: when the monitor is rotated to a retracting position 
where the monitor becomes approximately integrated with respect 
to the fixed sector, 

a restriction member tying down the monitor in a direction 
of the coupling axle with respect to the fixed sector. 
[Claim 5] 

An image playback unit comprising: 

a fixed sector fixed to an attachment face of an electronic 
jLmage recorder such as an electronic still camera, etc in such 
a manner that the fixed sector can be attached/detached to/from 
the attachment face; 

a monitor showing a monitor screen corresponding to image 
information from the electronic image recorder; and 

a coupling axle coupling the monitor with the fixed sector 
in such a manner that the monitor can be rotated, further 
comprising: when the monitor is rotated to a halt position at 
a predetermined angle to the fixed sector, 

a halt member halting the monitor in a rotating direction; 
and 

a release operation member causing the halt member to become 
in a release status with an external force , and causing themonitor 
to be set free in such a manner that the monitor can be rotated. 
[Claim 6] 

An electronic still camera comprising: 
a camera unit; 

a monitor showing an image corresponding to image information ; 
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and 

a coupling axle coupling the monitor with the camera unit 
in such a manner that the monitor can be rotated, further 
comprising: when the monitor is rotated to a retracting position 
where the monitor becomes approximately integrated with respect 
to the camera unit, 

a restriction member tying the monitor down in a direction 
of the coupling axle with respect to the camera unit. 
[Claim 7] 

An electronic still camera comprising: 
a camera unit; 

a monitor showing an image corresponding to image information; 
and 

a coupling axle coupling the monitor with the camera unit 
in such a manner that the monitor can be rotated, further 
comprising: when the monitor is rotated to a halt position at 
a predetermined angle to the fixed sector, 

a halt member halting the monitor in a rotating direction; 
and 

a release operation member causing the halt member to become 
in a release status with an external force , and caus ing the monitor 
to be set free in such a manner that the monitor can be rotated. 
3. [Detailed description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] 

The present invention relates to an image playback unit to 
be loaded to an electronic dLmage recorder like an electronic 
still camera, etc in such a manner that the unit can be 
attached/detached to the image recorder and an electronic still 
camera having the image playback unit, and more particularly, 
to an image playback unit and an electronic still camera such 
that a monitor sector showing a playback image is constructed 
so as to be capable of being rotated for changing a viewing angled 
[0002] 

[Conventional prior art] 

Fig. 11 is a perspective view showing an image playback unit 
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and an electronic still camera of one example of an electronic 
image recorder to which the image playback unit is loaded, and 
Fig. 12 is a view explaining action of the image playback unit 
shown in Fig. 11. Reference numeral 1 is an electronic still 
camera body , 2 is a shooting lens opened on the front of electronic 
still camera body 1 , 3 is a shutter button arranged on a top 
surface of electronic still camera body 1, and 4 is a slot for 
inserting a storage medium opened on attachment face la of a 
left side face of electronic still camera body 1 when viewing 
from an photographer operating the camera. A vicinity of a side 
face on a right side of electronic still camera body 1 is a handgrip 
to be held by the photographer, so storage insertion slot 4 is 
formed on the left side face of electronic still camera body 
1 . Reference numerals 5 and 6 are terminals and a hook arranged 
in such a manner that image playback unit 10 can be loaded to 
attachment face la on the left side face of electronic still 
camera body 1 in the same reasons as storage insertion slot 4 . 
[0003] 

Reference numeral 10 is an image playback unit 1 in such a 
manner that the unit can be attached/detached to electronic still 
camera body 1, 20 is a fixed sector fixed to electronic still 
camera body by hook 6 when loaded, and fixed sector 2 0 is provided 
with a terminal (a view is left off) to be connected to terminal 
5 when loaded. 3 0 is a monitor coupled to fixed sector 20, and 
31 is composed of a liquid crystal panel, etc, and is a monitor 
screen showing an image based upon image information from 
electronic still camera body 1 at monitor 30. Monitor 30 is 
held in such a manner that the monitor can be rotated at a center 
of axel line L shown in Fig. 12 by a coupling axle of which a 
view is left off. For this reason, it become possible for a 
user to rotate monitor 30 to a random position somewhere between 
a retracting position of the monitor being approximately 
integrated with fixed sector 2 0 as shown in Fig . 1 1 and an upright 
position of monitor screen 31 standing approximately at 90 
degrees of angle to a top surface of fixed sector 20. 
[0004] 
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[Problems to be solved by the Invention] 

However, when loading image playback unit 10 to electronic 
still camera 1, storage insertion slot 4 is filled in by fixed 
sector 20 r so it becomes impossible to insert a memory card (its 
view is left off) of a storage medium of image information into 
storage insertion slot 4, and to take out the memory card from 
storage insertion slot 4. And, when an operation member for 
operating the camera or a terminal for inputting signal, etc 
from an external is arranged on attachment face la, it becomes 
impossible to use the operation member or the terminal. 
[0005] 

Furthermore, as monitor 30 is coupled to fixed sector 2 0 in 
a vicinity of one end of monitor 3 0 as shown in a top view of 
Fig. 13 by coupling axle 11 , coupling axle 11 is easy to be deformed 
by an external force of arrow A direction, and when coupling 
axle is deformed, or even when a parts accuracy is reduced a 
little bit, a space arises between the vicinity of another end 
of monitor 30 and fixed sector 20. The space neither poses any 
functional nor strength problem, but a problem arises like a 
product feeling becomes reduced with the integrity of monitor 
3 0 and fixed sector 20 lost. 
[0006] 

And,, when a rotation force of the user for rotating monitor 
30 is weak, monitor 30 might be rotated from the retracting 
position by a vibration when carrying, and when the rotation 
force is too strong, another problem that ease-of-use at a time 
of rotating is reduced arises, and there is a problem that it 
is difficult to set up the rotation force for rotating monitor 
30. 

[0007] 

An object of the present invention is to provide an electronic 
still camera that makes it possible to use the storage insertion 
slot, the operation member or the terminal of the electronic 
image recorder arranged on the attachment face when attaching 
to the electronic image recorder, and prevent the space between 
the monitor and the fixed sector, or the space between the image 
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playback unit capable of avoiding the monitor from being rotated 
by the vibration, etc when carrying the unit, the monitor and 
the recorder body from arising, or the monitor from being rotated 
by the vibration, etc when carrying the monitor. 
[0008] 

[Means for solving problems] 

In order to solve the problems described in the above , according 
to a first means of the present invention, an image playback 
unit includes a fixed sector fixed to an attachment face of an 
electronic image recorder such as an electronic still camera, 
etc in such a manner that the fixed sector can be attached/detached 
to/from the attachment face, and a monitor showing a monitor 
screen corresponding to image information from the electronic 
image recorder, wherein the monitor is coupled with the fixed 
sector in such a manner that the monitor can be rotated between 
a retracting position and a tilt position of the monitor screen 
tilting at a predetermined tilt angle, and a notch sector is 
formed at a position opposite a storage insertion slot provided 
on the attachment face of the fixed sector that enables an 
information storage medium to be inserted and taken out with 
respect to the storage medium insertion slot when the monitor 
is rotated to the tilt position. 
[0009] 

According to a second means of the present invention, an image 
playback unit includes a fixed sector fixed to an attachment 
face of an electronic image recorder such as an electronic still 
camera, etc in such a manner that the fixed sector can be 
attached/detached to /from the attachment face, and a monitor 
showing a monitor screen corresponding to image information from 
the electronic image recorder, wherein the monitor is coupled 
with the fixed sector in such a manner that the monitor can be 
rotated between a retracting position and a tilt position of 
the monitor screen tilting at a predetermined tilt angle, and 
a notch sector is formed at a position opposite an operation 
member provided on the attachment face of the fixed sector that 
enables the operation member to be operated when the monitor 
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is rotated to the tilt position. 
[0010] 

Furthermore, according to a third means of the present 
invention, an image playback unit includes a fixed sector fixed 
to an attachment face of an electronic image recorder such as 
an electronic still camera, etc in such a manner that the fixed 
sector can be attached/detached to/from the attachment face, 
and a monitor showing a monitor screen corresponding to image 
information from the electronic image recorder, wherein the 
monitor is coupled with the fixed sector in such a manner that 
the monitor can be rotated between a retracting position and 
a tilt position of the monitor screen tilting at a predetermined 
tilt angle, and a notch sector is formed at a position opposite 
a terminal provided on the attachment face of the fixed sector, 
and enables an external terminal to be connected and disconnected 
to the terminal when the monitor is rotated to the tilt position. 
[0011] 

And, according to a fourth means of the present invention, 
an image playbaclc unit includes a fixed sector fixed to an 
attachment face of an electronic image recorder such as an 
electronic still camera, etc in such a manner that the fixed 
sector can be attached/detached to/from the attachment face, 
a monitor showing a monitor screen corresponding to image 
information from the electronic image recorder, and a coupling 
axle coupling the monitor with the fixed sector in such a manner 
that the monitor can be rotated, and further includes, when the 
monitor is rotated to a retracting position where the monitor 
becomes approximately integrated with respect to the fixed sector , 
a restriction member tying down the monitor in a direction of 
the coupling axle with respect to the fixed sector. 
[0012] 

And, according to a fifth means of the present invention, 
an image playbaclc unit includes a fixed sector fixed to an 
attachment face of an electronic image recorder such as an 
electronic still camera, etc in such a manner that the fixed 
sector can be attached/detached to/from the attachment face. 
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a monitor showing a monitor screen corresponding to image 
information from the electronic image recorder,, and a coupling 
axle coupling the monitor with the fixed sector in such a manner 
that the monitor can be rotated^ and further includes, when the 
monitor is rotated to a halt position at a predetermined angle 
to the fixed sector , a halt member halting the monitor in a rotating 
direction ; and a release operation member causing the halt member 
to become in a release status with an external force, and causing 
the monitor to be set free in such a manner that the monitor 
can be rotated. 
[0013] 

And, according to a sixth means of the present invention, 
an electronic still camera includes a camera unit, a monitor 
showing an image corresponding to image information, and a 
coupling axle coupling the monitor with the camera unit in such 
a manner that the monitor can be rotated, and further includes, 
when the monitor is rotated to a retracting position where the 
monitor becomes approximately integrated with respect to the 
camera unit, a restriction member tying the monitor down in a 
direction of the coupling axle with respect to the camera unit. 
[0014] 

And, according to a seventh means of the present invention, 
an electronic still camera includes a camera unit, a monitor 
showing an image corresponding to image information, and a 
coupling axle coupling the monitor with the camera unit in such 
a manner that the monitor can be rotated, and further includes, 
when the monitor is rotated to a halt position at a predetermined 
angle to the fixed sector, a halt member halting the monitor 
in a rotating direction, and a release operation member causing 
the halt member to become in a release status with an external 
force, and causing the monitor to be set free in such a manner 
that the monitor can be rotated. 
[0015] 
[Action] 

And, according to the first means, by coupling the monitor 
with the fixed sector in such a manner that the monitor can be 
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rotated between a retracting position and a tilt position of 
the monitor screen tilting at a predetermined tilt angle and 
forming a notch sector at a position opposite an operation member 
provided on the attachment face of the fixed sector that enables 
the operation member to be operated when the monitor is rotated 
to the tilt position , a rotation of themonitor to the tilt position 
when loaded with the electronic image recorder enables the 
information storage medium to be inserted or taken out with 
respect to the storage insertion slot opened on the attachment 
face. 
[0016] 

And/ according to the second means of the present invention^ 
by coupling the monitor with the fixed sector in such a manner 
that the monitor can be rotated between a retracting position 
and a tilt position of the monitor screen being tilted at a 
predetermined tilt angle, and forming a notch sector at a position 
opposite an operation member provided on the attachment face 
of the fixed sector, when loading the monitor with the electronic 
image recorder , rotating the monitor to the tilt pos it ion enables 
the operation member provided on the attachment face to be 
operated . 
[0017] 

And, according to the third means of the present invention, 
by coupling the monitor with the fixed sector in such a manner 
that the monitor can be rotated between a retracting position 
and a tilt position of the monitor screen being tilted at a 
predetermined tilt angle, and forming a notch sector at a position 
opposite a terminal provided on the attachment face of the fixed 
sector, when loading the monitor with the electronic image 
recorder, rotating the monitor to the tilt position enables an 
external terminal to be connected and disconnect to the terminal • 
[0018] 

And, according to the fourth means of the present invention, 
when themonitor is rotated to a retracting position of themonitor 
becoming approximately integrated with the fixed sector, the 
monitor is securely tied down at a certain distance away from 
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the fixed sector at the retracting position by a restriction 
member tying down the monitor in a direction of the coupling 
axle with respect to the fixed sector. 
[0019] 

And, according to the fifth means of the present invention, 
when the monitor is rotated to a halt position at a predetermined 
angle to the fixed sector, the monitor is prevented from being 
rotated by the vibration, etc at the halt position by a halt 
member halting the monitor in a rotating direction, and a release 
operation member causing the halt member to become in a release 
status with an external force, so that the release operation 
member enables the monitor to be rotated. 
[0020] 

And, according to the sixth means of the present invention, 
when the monitor is rotated to the retracting position where 
the monitor becomes approximately integrated with respect to 
the camera unit, by a restriction member tying the monitor down 
in a direction of the coupling axle with respect to the camera 
unit, the monitor is securely tied down at a certain distance 
away from the camera unit at the retracting position. 
[0021] 

And, according to the seventh means of the present invention, 
when the monitor is rotated to a halt position at a predetermined 
angle to the fixed sector, the monitor is prevented from being 
rotated by the vibration , etc at the halt position by the halt 
member halting the monitor in the rotating direction, and the 
release operation member causing the halt member to become in 
the release status by the external force, so that the release 
operation member enables the monitor to be rotated. 
[0022] 

[ Example embodiments ] 

Example embodiments of the present invention will be described 
below referring to diagrams . Regarding members explained in 
Figs . 1 to 10 and 1 1 to 13 , their explanations are left off although 
the same reference symbols are used. Figs. 1 to 2 are a first 
example embodiment of an image playback unit of the invention. 
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and a perspective view and a left side view of an electronic 
still camera loaded with the image playback unit. Monitor 30 
is coupled to fixed sector 4 0 by coupling axle 11 in such a manner 
that the monitor can be rotated . And , fixed sector 4 0 is provided 
with notch sector 41 formed in a position opposite storage 
insertion slot 4 of electronic still camera body 1 in a state 
of fixed sector 4 0 being fixed to attachment face la, and is 
shaped so as not to fill in storage insertion slot 4. 
[0023] 

By forming notch sector 41 in fixed sector 40, it becomes 
possible for the user to insert or take out memory card 12 to 
storage insertion slot 4 when rotating monitor 3 0 to the upright 
position as shown. Moreover, notch sector 41 can be formed by 
a minimum size corresponding to a projected area in the 
insertion/taking out direction of memory card 12. For this 
reason, even if notch sector 41 is formed in fixed sector 40, 
a reduction in a contacting area of fixed sector 4 0 and attachment 
face la is a little, thereby enabling the reduction in a fixed 
strength of fixed sector 4 0 and electronic still camera body 
1 to be suppressed, and furthermore not affecting a capacity 
of monitor 30. 
[0024] 

Moreover, as shown in Fig. 3, it is possible to form notch 
sector 42 passing through fixed sector 40, and in this case, 
notch sector 4 2 is not viewed from the external when monitor 
30 is rotated to the retracting position where monitor 30 becomes 
almost integrated with fixed sector 40. 
[0025] 

Fig. 4 is a second example embodiment of an image playback 
unit of the invention, and a perspective view and a left side 
view of an electronic still camera loaded with the image playback 
unit. Ejection member 7 is arranged in attachment face la of 
electronic still camera body 1, and when the user moves ejection 
member 7 in arrow B direction of the operation member, memory 
card 12 is taken out from the storage insertion slot (its view 
is left off.) on a rear side of electronic still camera body 
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1. 

[0026] 

Fixed sector 50 is provided with notch sector 51 formed in 
a position opposite ejection member 7 with the fixed sector fixed 
to attachment face la. By forming notch sector 51 in fixed sector 
50, it becomes possible for the user to move ejection member 

7 when rotating monitor 3 0 to the upright position. And, even 
when another operation member other than ejection member 7 is 
arranged in attachment face la, it becomes possible to operate 
the ejection member as a matter of course. Moreover, it is 
possible to suppress the reduction in a fixed strength of fixed 
sector 60 and electronic still camera body 1, and furthermore 
the capacity of monitor 30 is not affected. 

[0027] 

Fig. 5 is a third example embodiment of an image playback unit 
of the invention, and a perspective view and a left side view 
of an electronic still camera loaded with the image playback 
unit . Terminal 8 is arranged in attachment face la of electronic 
still camera body 1 , and by connecting an external terminal whose 
view is left off to the terminal, a signal or power is supplied 
to terminal 8 from the external. 
[0028] 

Fixed sector 60 has notch sector 61 formed in a position 
opposite terminal 8 with the fixed sector fixed to attachment 
face la. By forming notch sector 51 in fixed sector 50 , it becomes 
possible for the user to connect the external terminal to terminal 

8 or detach the external terminal connected to terminal 8 when 
rotating monitor 30 to the upright position. And, even if notch 
sector 61 is formed, similar to the first example emboddLment, 
it is possible to suppress the reduction in a fixed strength 
of fixed sector 6 0 and electronic still camera body 1, and 
furthermore the capacity of monitor 3 0 is not affected. 
[0029] 

Figs. 6 and 7 are perspective views showing the fixed sector 
and the monitor of a fourth example embodiment of the image 
playback unit of the present invention, respectively. Image 
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playback unit 10 is composed by fixed sector 70 and monitor 80, 
and fixed sector 70 has coupling axle 11 arranged in face 70a 
opposite monitor 80, and coupling axle 11 causes monitor 80 to 
be coupled with fixed sector 70 by inserting coupling axle 11 
into hinge hole 81 created in face 80a opposite fixed sector 
70 of monitor 80, and holds monitor 80 in such a manner that 
the monitor can be rotated. In fixed sector 7 0 is formed notch 
sector 71 for enabling storage insertion slot 4 of electronic 
still camera body 1 .to be used as the same as the first example 
embodiment. 
[0030] 

In opposite face 70a of fixed sector 70 is embedded ancyroid 
restriction member 72, and in monitor 80 is formed opening 
restriction hollow sector 82 in opposite face 80a and a base 
face. Restriction member 72 is hooked onto restriction hollow 
sector 82 when monitor 80 stays at the retracting position or 
at a position a little bit rotated from the retracting position. 
[0031] 

Furthermore, fixed sector 70 includes release operation 
member 73 held by a holding axle to be described later, and hook 
member 74 formed integrally with release operation member 73, 
and release operation member 73 is pushed toward arrow CI, and 
holds hook member 7 4 onto a hook pos it ion protruding from oppos it e 
face 7 0a at a position as shown in a diagram, and is moved toward 
arrow C2 by the external force, and causes hook member 74 to 
be moved to a hook release position inside fixed sector 70. In 
opposite 80a of monitor 80 is formed hook hollow sector 83, and 
hook member 74 is hooked onto hook hollow sector 83 when monitor 
80 stays at the retracting position. 
[0032] 

Fig. 8 is a top view of the electronic still camera loaded 
with the image playback unit of the fourth example embodiment, 
and a broken section of monitor 80 at a position of restriction 
hollow sector 82. When restriction member 72 is hooked onto 
restriction hollow sector 82, monitor 80 is restricted in an 
axis direction of coupling axle 11 by restriction member 72. 
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With this, when monitor 80 stays at the retracting position or 
at a position little bit rotated from the retracting position;, 
it becomes possible to prevent the space from arising between 
fixed sector 70 and monitor 80, so that it becomes possible to 
prevent a integrated feeling of image playback unit 10 from being 
lost by the space arising between fixed sector 70 and monitor 
80. And, when monitor 8 0 is rotated, and restriction member 
72 is detached from restriction hollow sector 82, monitor 80 
is released from the restriction state in the axis direction, 
but at this moment, as monitor 80 is rotated to a position not 
being on the other side of opposite face 70a of fixed face 70, 
even if monitor 80 departs from fixed sector 70, the user cannot 
recognize the space, so that the integrated feeling of image 
playback unit 10 is not lost. 
[0033] 

Figs . 9 and 10 are a top view and a front view of the electronic 
still camera loaded with the image playback unit of the fourth 
example embodiment, respectively, and broken sections of fixed 
sector 7 0 at a position of hook member 74 and monitor 80 at a 
position of hook hollowsector 83, respectively. Release 
operation member 73 is held by holding axle 75 inside fixed sector 
7 0 as shown in Fig. 9, and is pushed toward arrow CI by, for 
example, a twisted coil spring (its view is left off) looped 
over holding axle 75. Hook member 74, when it stays at the 
retracting position, hooks monitor 80 onto the retracting 
position in a rotation direction by hooking monitor 80 onto hook 
hollow sector 83 with a spring force of release operation member 
73. And, when rotating monitor 80, once the user moves release 
operation member 73 toward arrow C2 against the spring force, 
hook member 74 is detached from hook hollow sector 83, so that 
monitor 80 can be rotated. This makes it possible to surely 
prevent monitor 80 from being rotated from the retracting 
position by the vibration, etc when carrying the monitor even 
if a force required to rotate monitor 8 0 is set to be small, 
and improve ease of use when rotating monitor 80. Furthermore, 
by changing a position of forming restriction hollow sector 82 
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in opposite face 80a of monitor 80^ it becomes possible to hook 
monitor 80 even at a random position rather than the retracting 
position by hook member 74. 

[0034] 

Although fixed sector 7 0 given in the above is structured 
so as to be attachable/detachable to electronic still camera 
body 1 similarly to conventional fixed sector 20, fixed sector 
70 is to be formed integrally with electronic still camera body 
1, that is, it is also possible to construct fixed sector 7 0 
and monitor 80 as a part of the electronic still camera, and 
in such the case, when monitor 80 stays at the retracting position 
or at a position a little bit rotated from the retracting position , 
it is possible to prevent the space from arising between fixed 
sector 7 0 and monitor 80, and even if the force required to rotate 
monitor 80 is set to be small, it is possible to surely prevent 
monitor 80 from being rotated from the retracting position by 
the vibration, etc when carrying the monitor, and improve ease 
of use when rotating monitor 80. 
[0035 ] 

[Effect of the Invention] 

As described in the above, according to the first means, when 
the monitor is rotated to the tilt position when loading the 
monitor with the electronic image recorder, the information 
storage medium is enabled to be inserted or taken out with respect 
to the storage insertion slot opened on the attachment face, 
thereby permitting the information storage medium to be inserted 
or taken out with respect to the electronic image recorder with 
the image playback unit loaded. 
[0036] 

And, according to the second means of the present invention, 
when loading the monitor with the electronic image recorder, 
rotating the monitor to the tilt position enables the operation 
member provided on the attachment face to be operated, thereby 
permitting the user to operate the operation member arranged 
on the attachment face of the electronic image recorder with 
the image playback unit loaded. 
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[0037] 

And, according to the third means of the present invention, 
when loading the monitor with the electronic image recorder, 
rotating the monitor to the tilt position enables an external 
terminal to be connected and disconnected to the terminal, 
thereby permitting the user to connect or disconnect the external 
terminal to the terminal arranged on the attachment face of the 
electronic image recorder with the image playback unit loaded. 
[0038] 

And, according to the fourth means of the present invention, 
as the monitor is securely tied down at a certain distance away 
from the fixed sector at the retracting position, when the monitor 
is rotated to the retracting position, the space can be prevented 
from arising between the fixed sector and the monitor, thereby 
enabling the integrated feeling of the image playbaclc unit to 
be prevented from being lost due to the space that can arise 
otherwise between the fixed sector and the monitor. 
[0039] 

And, according to the fifth means of the present invention, 
at the halt position, the monitor is prevented from being rotated 
by the vibration, etc, and a release operation member enables 
the monitor to be set free in such a manner that the monitor 
can be rotated, so even when the force required to rotate the 
monitor is set to be small, the monitor is enabled to be securely 
prevented from being rotated from the retracting position by 
the vibration, etc, for example, at a time of carrying the monitor , 
and ease of use at a time of rotating the monitor can be improved. 
[0040] 

And, according to the sixth means of the present invention, 
by securely tying down the monitor at a certain distance away 
from the camera unit at the retracting position, when the monitor 
is at the retracting position, the space can be prevented from 
arising between the camera unit and the monitor , thereby enabling 
the integrated feeling of the electronic still camera to be 
prevented from being lost by the space that can arise otherwise 
between the camera unit and the monitor. 
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[0041] 

And, according to the seventh means of the present invention, 
at the halt position, the monitor is prevented from being rot:ated 
by the vibration, etc, and the release operation member enables 
the monitor to be set free in such a manner that the monitor 
can be rotated, so even when the force required to rotate the 
monitor is set to be small, the monitor is enabled to be securely 
prevented from being rotated from the retracting position by 
the vibration, etc, for example, at the time of carrying the 
monitor, and ease of use at the time of rotating the monitor 
can be improved. 
[Brief explanation of diagrams] 

Fig. 1 is perspective views of the first example embodiment of 
the image playback unit of the present invention and the 
electronic still camera loading the image playback unit. 
Fig. 2 is left side views of the first example embodiment of 
the image playback unit of the present invention and the 
electronic still camera loading the image playback unit. 
Fig. 3 is a side view showing another example of the notch sector 
in the first example embodiment of the image playback unit of 
the present invention. 

Fig. 4 is left side views of the second example embodiment of 
the image playback unit of the present invention and the 
electronic still camera loading the image playback unit. 
Fig. 5 is left side views of the third example embodiment of 
the image playback unit of the present invention and the 
electronic still camera loading the image playback unit. 
Fig. 6 is a perspective view showing the fixed sector in the 
fourth example embodiment of the image playback unit of the 
present invention . 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view showing the monitor in the fourth 
example embodiment of the image playback unit of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 8 is a top view of the electronic still camera loading the 

image playback unit of the fourth example embodiment. 

Fig. 9 is a top view of the electronic still camera loading the 
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image playback unit of the fourth example embodiment. 
Fig. 10 is a front view of the electronic still camera loading 
the image playback unit of the fourth example embodiment. 
Fig. 11 is a perspective view showing the conventional image 
playback unit and the electronic still camera of the example 
of the electronic image recorder loading the image playback unit . 
Fig. 12 is a view explaining action of the monitor of the image 
playback unit as shown in Fig. 11. 

Fig. 13 is a top view of the image playback unit and the electronic 
still camera as shown in Fig. 11. 
[Explanation of detonations] 

I ELECTRONIC STILL CAMERA BODY 
lA ATTACHMENT FACE 

4 STPRAGE MEDIUM SLOT 

7 EJECTION MEEMBER 

8 TERMINAL 

II COUPLING AXLE 
30, 80 MONITOR 

31 MONITOR SCREEN 

40, 50, 60, 70 FIXED SECTOR 

41, 42, 51, 61 NOTCH SECTOR 

72 RESTRICTION MEMBER 

73 RELEASE OPERATION MEMBER 

74 HOOK (HALT) MEMBER 

82 RESTRICTION HOLLOW SECTOR 

83 HOOK (HALT) HOLLOW SECTOR 
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